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The Reward of Obadial s early we 
_ continued Fear of God. 


1 ; Kings XV III. 12. laſt Clauſe. 
| [Third Sermon. 1 


—+* 1, thy Servant, fear Ws 
« Lord from my Youth.” PE 


A Fear of God hath been recom- 
mended, from theſe words, to ſuch as 
| are young, and entering into the world: 
And alſo to ſuch as are advanced in life. Thoſe 
inſtances and proofs of the fear of the Lord, 
which we have in the example and conduct 
of Obadiah, were ſet before you, as they are 
deſcribed in the hiſtory to which our text re- 
fers. He who began to acquaint himſelf with 
God and true religion early, was eminent in 
the after parts of his life ihr fearing the Lord 


greatly. 
His fear of God was not flaviſh, and a mat- 


ter of conſtraint or ſuperſtition, but of choice = 
and ann Not taugt by the command - 
2 ments 


— 


(4) 
ments of men, or-enforced by their authority, 
but by the law and teſtimonies of Jehovah. 
To theſe he was cloſely attach'd, in oppoſi- 
tion to the religion then taught by dvlaters, 
and eſtabliſhed by the laws of the kingdom. 
Obadiab's fear of God was allo evidenced and 
proved, by thoſe virtues which were very con- 
ſpicuous in the common affairs of life. His 
piety and. virtue were maintained, in a ſtation 
of the highe/t advancement and power ; being 
next to the king himſelf, whoſe prime mini/ter 
he was. I his religious fear was alſo firm, 
and invincible, in the moſt dangerous and per- 
ſecuting times, It was manifeſted by his bene- 
| ficence, and care of good men; looking upon 
acts of mercy and compaſſion in preſerving the 
rights of conſcience, as what he was obliged 
to, by a law prior and ſuperior to all perſecut- 
ing ſtatutes or edit: whatſoever. And his 
fear of God was particularly ſhewn, in the great 
reſpect he paid to Elijab; obeying an order 
and revelation from God, notwithſtanding his 
being then actually upon a progreſs, by expreſs 
appointment of the king. He was obedient 
to: God's word, notwithſtanding the terrible 
apprehenſions he had, that the wrath of the 
king would fall either upon Elijab, or on him- 
ſelf, if he ſhould do as the prophet bad him. 
Againſt all his fears and objections, he com- 
plies with a prophetical injunction, and de- 
pends upon the ſolemn aſſurances given him 


by Hecial revelation, - 


— 


III. 


WY 


III. I now come to conſider the honour 
and reward here granted, to one that ſo early 
and eminently feared the Lord, 

1 ſhall not inſiſt on his advancement in 
the court of Ahab, and the honour with 
which he continued in his high ſtation; (keep- 
ing his poſt. in the worſt of times,, yet keep- 
ing a good conſcience too;) becauſe theſe 
things were enlarged on in a former diſcourſe. 
I ſhall now ſhew how greatly God honoured 
him in other things, and how ſignally his 
early and eminent piety was rewarded, by ſpe- 
cial appearances of divine power and good- 
neſs, in favour of the principles to which he 
adhered. | Fs 1 . 

He was made an agent and inſtrument for 
God, to trau ſact an affair with the king, that 
ſhall perpctuate the name of Obadiab in the 
ſacred records, and make it honourable through- 
out all ages of the world. His fear of God 
was gloriouſly approved, and juſtified, before 
the king of Tae! and all his people. The 
blood of the murdered prophets of the Lord 
was avenged, in the moſt public manner, on 
the pfieſts of Baal. An end was put to the. 
famine that had prevailed, and rain and plen- 
ty immediately enſued: and, by a ſpecial pro- 
vidence, Obadiah was preſerved from harm 
and ſuffering, notwithſtanding the rage and 
cruel threatnings of Tezabel againſt the oe. 
A MO phet, 


(6) 
phet, with whom and under whoſe direction 
he had ated. Theſe particulars deſerve to be 


I. The religious fear of this great man was 
highly honoured, in his being an agent and 
inſtrument for God, on a very extraordinary 
occaſion. FC 
He muſt tranſact an affair with the king, 
that ſhould perpetuate his name and character 
in the ſacred writings, throughout all after ages 
to the end of the world. As God once ſaid 
concerning Abrabam, when he was going to 
glorify himſelf in puniſhing the wickedneſs of 
Sodom, and delivering Lot, whoſe righteous 
ſoul was vexed from day to day with their 
unrighteous deeds, Shall I hide from Abra- 
ham the things that I ſhall do“? S0 here, 
when God ſent his prophet to do a moſt won- 
derful work for him, for the honour of his name, 
and for the deſtruction of his enemies, he 
would not have it effected without Obadiab; 
but would have it publickly manifeſted, that 
he was a party principally concerned in the 
honour of what was to be brought about. 

Elijab muſt not go on this occaſion directly 
to meet Ahab, in that part of the kingdom 
where he was travelling; (though God could 
have protected his prophet from the fury of | 
the king, if he had immediately gone to 


Tt 1 Ahab 


1 

Ahab at this time, as well as when he accoſt- 
ed him in Naboth's vineyard;) but he muſt 
firſt go and meet Obadiah, and engage him 
to become an agent in this matter. By this 
method of proceeding, Obadiah hath his name 
fixed in thoſe records of fame, which are moſt 
true and laſting; and the eyes of a kingdom 
are dra wn, by his means, to behold the things 
that ſhould be wrought by the God he feared 
and honoured. The —.— does not, by 
the intereſt of this great man, propoſe to ſereen 
himſelf from the wrath of the ing; for his 
traſt was in the name of the Lord of Hoſts; 
to whom he appeals as ſtanding by him, and 
under whoſe protection he would not fail to 
meet Abab : But he might propoſe by Oba- 
dials acting with him in this affair, and at 
this moſt important juncture, that the ſum- 
mons ſhould be ſent more ſpeedily and ef- 
fectually, to gather all thoſe from the ſeveral 
parts of the kingdom together, who were no 
= be witneſſes to what ſhould paſs betwixt 

prophet of Jebovab, and the prieſts of 
bred, and ſo to determine whether Fehovab, 
or Baal, ſhould be the object of their worlhl 
and religious nf. 

Qludiah muſt have the mas af: acting 
with Elijah upon this occaſion, that the will 
dom _ piety of this Courtier might be ren- 
dered 'the more conſpicuous and exemplary 
to the whole kingdom, in his adhering to the 
true e of God, though others fell off to 


idolatry 


(8) 

idolatry and perſecution. When God appears 
to magnify himſelf, and to vindicate his own 
name, he will alſo have his faithful ſervants 
vindicated together with it. For, 5561.01 


2. Obadiabs fear of God was gloriouſly 
approved, and juſtified, before the king and all 
— ß al 4d or: 
Upon Abab's meeting Elijah, the king di- 
rely charges the prophet with being the 
Troubler of 1/-ael ; or the man to whom the 
preſent miſery and curſe was owing, by rea- 
ſon of the famine that prevailed all over the 
land. The prophet anſwers that he was not 
the zroubler of Iſrael; but the king, and his 
father's houſe, were the occaſion of all thoſe 
afflictions which were now ſo grievous. They 
that forſake the commandments of God, which 
are the laws of the ſupreme monarch and go- 
vernor of the world, not they that defend 
them and ſtand up for them, are to be look'd 
upon as the cauſes of public judgments. To 
give public and ſatisfactory proof of this, the 
prophet defires that the king, both for his own 
fake, and for the ſake of his kingdom, would 
call a general aſſembly of the people of yael 
to meet at Mount Carmel *, There, ſaith he, 


13 #4; 
A noted hill not far from the Mediterranean Sea, which 
TFoſephus makes to be part of Galilte; but it rather belong'd to 
the tribe of Mazaſſeh. Cal.—Here, as Tacitus imagines, there 
| had been an old deity worſhipped, called Carmel; but where, 
in truth, there had been an altar, before the days of 5 


| | { 9 ) 
let the prophets of Baal, and the prophets of the 
groves, be ſummoned to attend; and let em try 
what they can do, by ſacrifice and interceſſions 
in their way, to obtain mercy and deliverance 
from the preſent dreadſul famine. At the ſame 
time and place, Elijah engages to be preſent, 
to offer ſacrifice to the great Jehovah, and to 
intercede for mercy. Deſiring only this fa- 
vour of the king, that the ſucceſs of their 
different applications in their worſhip, might 
determine this grand queſtion, from whence 
their curſes and their bleſſings came. Here- 
upon, the king accepting ſo fair a propoſal, 
a proclamation was iſſued out, or meſſengerò 
were ſent immediately with the king's letters, 
to gather the prophets and the people of 1/-ae! 
together to Mount Carmel, For the better 
effecting of this matter, as I faid before, Oba- 
diah was engaged by Elijah to tranſact with 
the king. The famine was ſo general and ſo 
grievous, (not having had any rain for the 
ſpace of three years and an half,) that all were 
deſirous to try the ſucceſs of Elijab's propoſal 
with the utmoſt diſpatch. When the king 
and his prophets, and all the people were met, 
| erefted to the great GOD. For Tacitus himſelf allows, 
that there was no image no likeneſs of any thing to be wor- 
ſhipped; nor any temple, but only an altar where religious 
worſhip was paid. E Judæam inter Syriamgue Carmelus, ita 
vocant montem denmque. Nec fimilacrum Deo, aut temp lun, (fic 
tradidere majores ) aram tantum & reyerentiam. Tacit. Hiſt. 
lib. 11. cap. 78. ara tantum & reverentia. Rickius. 
Sed nulla effigies ſimulacraque nota deorum: . 
Majeſtate locum, et ſacro 1 8 timore. Lipſ. 
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Elijah applies to the body of the people in 
theſe words; How long halt ye between 
two opinions? Sometimes worſhipping the 
6. God of your fathers, and at other times 


cc 


N 


- worſhipping the Gods of the nations-around 
vou, and of thoſe that were caſt out of 
your, land to- ſettle you in their ſtead ? If 
Jehovah be Gor follow him, as the only 
object of your religious worſhip ; but if 
Baal be God, then follow him and keep to 
him only. For remember that in the firlt 
c ſettlement of your kingdom, he that form. 
ed you into a nation and people ſaid; _ 


7 * 


O Iſrael, the Lord thy God is one Lord. 


is therefore inconſiſtent with your —. 


« conſtitution, to multiply deities, and to pay 


« 


religious worſhip to more than one.“ The 
people were not able to anſwer one word to 


this. Elijab, therefore, proceeded and ſaid unto 


abe nennen « T only remain this day, to act 


in this public manner, as a prophet of the 
Lord; but Baal's prophets are four hun- 
**.dred and fifty. men. You therefore ſeem 


to have a much greater opinion of Baal and 


* his: worſhip, than of Fehovah and the wor- 


ſhip appointed by him. The common ca- 
lamity is ſo great, that it concerns every 
man to call upon his God. Upon doing 


Which, 275 will now fee whether Fehovab, 


or Baal, ought to have your fear and re- 
ligious worſhip. The facrifice and prayers 


25 which ſhall have vilible tokens * accept- 


Fance, 


(1) 
«ance, and' ſhall put an end to your preſent. 
« diſtreſs, you will ſurely allow to deſerve. a 
preference, to thoſe that you ſee are reject- 
ed of the Deity from whom your ſalvation 
and plenty muſt come. Therefore let Baa/'s 
« prieſts prepare one ſacrifice, and lay it on 
« their altar; I will prepare another ſacrifice 
* and lay it upon the altar of Fehovah, (which 
*© they ce demoliſhed,) after I have built it 
* up in the manner that ſhall beſt anſwer the 
« deſign; and let no fire be applied, to either 
of the altars. And when they have called 
on the name of your preſent acknowledged 
gods, and I have called on the name of 
« Fehovah; then let the ſacrifice that is con- 
«* ſumed by fire from heaven, (if either of 
* them ſhould be o,) determine, which is 
the one true and only God that you ought 
to ſerve.” To this the people aner 
and ſaid, It is ; well pen 
Elijah gives the prophets of Baal the op- 
portunity of chooſing their ſacrifice and dreſ- 
ſing it firſt; and calling on the name of their 
Gods, ſuch part of the day as they might pro- 
miſe themſelves to have the beſt ſucceſs. And 
they were allowed to try all their ways of in- 
 terceſſion, that a prophetical extaſy or fury 
could put them upon. If the Baal they now 
worſhipped was the Sun, as is moſt probable, 
they would be more likely to have their ſa- 
erifice conſumed by his heat and fire coming 
down at noon day, than an any other part of 
215 | B 2 1 the 


* 
* . 


$54. 


(12) 

the day : Therefore they are allowed, from 
morning until noon, to call upon Baal; with 
their ſacrifice laid ready dreſſed on their altar. 
And as the worſhip of the ſun was commonly 
performed by bodily actions, and the moſt vi- 
gorous motions, (all earthly things being ſup- 
. to be put in motion by it's light and 

at;) ſo they danced about the altar, or 
they leaped upon it. They tried every mo- 
tion that a prophetical extaſy or zeal could 


invent. But there was no voice, nor any an- 


ſwer made ſo much as by one flaſh of fire. 
At midday, when the ſun was in it's meridian 
ſtrength and brightneſs, Elijab provokes them, 
by treating their deity with the utmoſt marks 
of fatire and contempt; that they might even 
have an opportunity of pleading the diſbonour 
done to Baal, the more vehemently to excite 


him to exert himſelf. This made them cry 
the louder, their exclamations were very vio- 


lent: And when cries would not do, they 
endeavoured to move their deity by thezr blood ; 
which, they thought, might procure ſuch a 
regard as they found the blood of their /acri- 
ice would not do. Thus, in extraordinary 
caſes, human blood was offered to the heathen 
deities. Thoſe who think that Baalim were 
the deify d ſouls of dead men, place the hope 
of their worſhippers acceptance, upon wound- 
ing themſelves and letting out their blood 


Wich knives and lancets, in applying to ſuch 


deities; becauſe this was a rite or ms” 
81 1 BEN ] ul 


(13) 

uſed at their funerals *. They were allowed 
to go on at this rate, adding their hymns, 
and united praiſes and ſymphonies ; ; and ſome 
of them were tranſported with ſuch propheſy- 
ings, as if they were poſſeſſed by ſame inviſi- 
ble power. This continued till the middle 
of the afternoon, when the ſun was declin- 
ing. But do what they would, ſtill there was 
no voice; no fire from heaven, no anſwer of 

any kind to all their interceflions ; nor any of 
hl people that now regarded what they tid, 


having given up all hope: of ſucceſs on their 
part. 


The prophet therefore calls upon the peo- 
ple to inſpect carefully the altar he now built, 
and attend to the ſacrifice and interceſſions 
he ſhould offer. The people being then ga- 
thered about him, he repaired an altar that 
had formerly been erected on that mountai in, 
for the worſhip. of the true God. And there 
he laid twelve ſtones together, according to the 
twelve tribes of rael: Signifying' to them 
hereby, that though the tribes were now di- 
vided in their civil governments, yet they 
ought to be united in their religion. They 
ought ſtill to maintain the worſhip of the 
one God, the God of their father arch or 
Iſrael, from whom they were all deſcend- 
ed. The altar being x ig built, and the 
facrifice laid upon it, he ordered a trench 
0 be made about the altar, and great un- 


— and other places. 


tities 


(14) 
tities of water, probably taken from the Sea, 
were poured upon the altar and all about it 
for three times together; ſo that the altar was 
all wet within and without, and the trench 
was filled with water too. An altar built 
with ſtones, and every where drenched with 
water, was, to all appearance, taking ſuch a 
method as would prevent the effect of fire, 
though it ſhould come upon it, from taking 
hold of it. All this, you may be ſure, drew 
an univerſal attention and wonder, both from 
the king and his people. And the prieſts of 
Baal thought themſelves in as good a condi- 
tion as Elijah, who was now worſhipping 
in one of the high places, as well as they. 
For this was agreeable to the deities they 
worſhipped, but not to the God Elijab wor- 
ſhipped. Were it not for this opinion and 
f ee of things, it is not to be thought 
that they would have put the whole credit 
of their worſhip on this iſſue. But here, they 
concluded that Elijab would be diſowned of 
the God, that was worſhiped at Feru/alem. 
They thought that ſuch viſible appearances of 
the God of Feru/alem or Fudea, were not to 
be expected on mount Carmel, Here it ſhould 
| be obſerved; © that the extraordinary . prophets 
of Fehovah, were freed from the obligation of 
leſſer laws, when they were ſent upon a ſpe- 
_ cial commiſſion to preſerve the greater. 
Elijab the prophet came near to the altar 
he had. built, juſt at the hour of the evening 
— ſacrifice 


( vs ) 

ſacrifice being offered in the Temple. And 
he uſeth only theſe plain words; with great 
calmneſs, but 1 praying thus over 
the ſacrifce: O Lord God of Abraham, 
* Tfaac and of Jjrael! let it be known this day 
that thou art GOD in Mael, and I thy 
* ſervant; and have done all theſe things at 
thy wad: Hear me, O Lord, hear me, 
* that this people may know that thou art 
the Lord Gob, and that thou haſt turned 
e their beart back again.“ That their reli- 
gious worſhip may be the effect of thy power 
and authority now gaining their hearts, and 
not any more the effect of human power and 
policy, by wn __" have been carried into 
aalen. | 

This prayer was no ſooner offered up, but 
a flame of fire deſcended with ſuch ſtrength 
and power, that it conſumed the ſacrifice and 
the wood, and burnt through the very ſtones, 
and licked up the water that was in the trench 
round about. The conſequence of this great 
and glorious appearance of God to juſtify the 
true worſhippers of him, commanded an uni- 
verſal reverence and worſhip from the people. 
And now nothing could be heard among them 
but -16ud and repeated acknowledgments, 
The Lord, HE 1s THE Gop, the Lord, He 
eis THz God.” By conſequence, the wor- 
ſhippers of Baal, or Baalim, were abuſers of 
Deity, and were indeed a parcel of ſuperſti- 
tious deluded 'men.—Thus was Obadiab's 
LH! tearing 


cc 


cc 


(16) 


feating the Lord from his youth, juſtified be- 
fore Ahab, and before an aſſembly of the 
people: from all parts of the N This 
was approved by a public and moſt remarkable 
event, one of the greateſt and moſt celebrated 
that is handed down to us in * hiſtory, 
1 or profane. 


ah The blood of the 3 prophets of the 
Land God, is hereupon avenged in the moſt 
publick manner, and by univerſal conſent, on 
0 prieſts of Baal. 

Elijab ſaid unto them, —* Take the pro. 

« phets of Baal, let not one of them eſcape.” 
Gad was the trial of Obadiab's piety, when 
the idolatrous prieſts had power to deſtroy the 
prophets of the Lord; but now he had proofs 
of a, retribution in the eoutſe of providence, 
that the God he ſerved would not ſuffer men 
of deceit and blood finally to go unpuniſhed. 
When judgments failed in the ordinary courſe 
of things, God himſelf conſtitutes and com- 
miſſions a judge in an extraordinary way, 
The prophets of the groves who ate 
to: be Zidonians, and ſuch as attended Fezabel 
upon her marriage to Ahab, probably were 
not ſuftered by her to appear on this occaſion, 
being undet her command ind. protection. 
Therefore there is no mention made of them, 
after the firſt ſummons. But they took the 
prophets of Baal, the king not offering to pre- 


vent their execution, when, as teachers of Tr 
try 


(17) 
latry and perverters of the law, they were 
ſentenced to death by Elijab, according to 


the Moſaic conſtitution. They were brought 
down to the brook Kiſbon, and there they were 
ſlain. * 

That Aba x was come down with E lijah to 
the place of execution, and was conſenting to 
it, may be concluded from the manner of E- 

Habs ſpeaking to him in the next yerſe ;— 
To go up the mountain again to his tent, 
there to cat and drink with all convenient 
ſpeed, GOD having accepted the facrifice. 

or he aſſures Ahab, that the conſequence of 


this would be ſuch an abundance of rain, in 


ſo very little time, as might ſuddenly {well 
the brooks, and make ſuch currents of water 


as ſhould prevent his journey to his palace, 
Now, Obadiab's fear of God iſſued in great 


renown, whilſt Abab's idolatry and perſecu- 
tion were expoſed to diſgrace. And after all 


theſe appearances of God, in a way of terror 


and puniſhment of his enemies, he then ſends 


forth his bleſſings, and gives proof of his 


goodneſs . and JPY. to a "NOS: rene 
n 


An end was, by this means, put to the 
An" and to that 22 to which the king- 
dom was reduced; and ran and Aung A imme. 
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While Abab en up to dine in his tent, 
Elijah aſcended ſtill higher toward the top of 
chi: mountain, taking his ſervant along with 
lim. We —_ Smd this was very high, 
by that Expreſſion in the prophecy of Amos: 
. FT hough they hide themſelves in the top of 
©: Carmel, I will fearch and take them out 
«thence *. Elijah did not go there to hide 
himſelf from God, but to cry to him who 
had ſo lately manifeſted his preſence there, in 
accepting his ſacrifice. There the prophet 
caſt himſelf down on his knees upon the earth ; 
and- then bowing his head as low as his Kites, 
till his face ſeemed to be betwixt them, he 
there intercedes for rain. Oh the force of be- 
lieving prayer! It had juſt' before brought 
down fire from heaven, and we ſhall find it no 
leſs effectual to bring abundance of water and 
rain from the clouds alſo. While he thus ſet 
" himſelf to prayer, he orders his ſervant (who, 
ſome conjecture, was the widow's fon of Sa- 
repta) to go to the utmoſt part of the moun- 
tath toward the Mediterranean fea, which lay 
welt of Carmel , and to ſee if there was any 
I of rain. At the wil s the 


Amos ix. iert | AJ 51 45 To 
+, Accotding o a plan iven us of this place, E. 
jabs ſituation was on the wel ah of the mountain, above 


| that part of it where the great convent of the Carmelites now 
is. But theve was one point of the mountain hi her than that, 
which was called the top, where EA yah was. To "that utmoſt 
point the prophet lends his . 


© 10 ſervant 


„ 
ſervant came and told Elijab there was no- 
thing. Elijah continues praying, notwith- 
ſtanding, and orders him to go again, and 


make his obſervations there /ever times one 


after another. At the ſeventh time he ac- 
quaints the prophet, that there was a ſmall 
cloud  rifing out of the ſea, but it did not 
ſeem bigger than a man's hand. However, 
Elijab did now ſend his ſervant no more, to 
make obſervations upon it, but bids him go 


with the. utmoſt diſpatch. to the king, and dey 


fire him to order his chariot immediately, left 


the rain ſhould ſtop him. Now it came to 


paſs, while they were preparing for the king 
to ſet out, the heaven was black with clouds, 


and wind, and the rain began to pour down. 


The prophet was encouraged by the hand 
of God being with him, in ſo gracious and 
powerful a manner that day; and he was ſo 
ſtrengthened, though an old man, by the ſpirit 


that actuated and poſſeſſed him 3 that he girds 5 


his mantle, which was looſe, cloſe to him, 


and with the utmoſt reſpe& in the manner of 
a ſervant, runs before the king to the entrance 


of Jezreel. There Abab had a palace, as well 
as at Samaria, Ch, xxi. 1, 2. And there Eli- 
Jah took his leave of the king, not expecting 


that all the great things, which had been done, 


would make any alteration in the temper of 
Fezabel, who was at the palace of Fezreel at 


83 However, 
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Case) 

However, the public calamity being now 
in a fair way to be ſpeedily removed; the bleſ- 
fings which followed, in all their after plenty, 
were demonſtrated to come from the God 
whom Obadiab feared, and that Elijab had 
ſacrificed and pray yed to; and not 505 the 


fp that Abab worſhip'd, or that were wor- 
pe by the hi of the un, 


In the laſt place we may era that 
Oba ab was ftill preſerved from harm and 
ſuffering, notwithſtanding the rage of reap 
at what had happened. 

The beginning of the next pete informs 
us, that Abab told Fegabel all that Elijah 
had done ; and how he, acting as an extraor- 
dinary Judge, had cauſed all the prophets of 
Baal to be ſlain with the ſword, Jezabel, not 
imputing any thing that had happened to the 
great God, ſo as to give up her idolatry, de- 
termines that Elijah ſhould be put to death, 
the very next day : And in her fury, ſhe ſends 
a meſſenger to' fay to him, ** So let the gods 
« do to me and more alſo, if 1 make not thy 
life, as the life of one of them whom thou haſt 
* cauſed to be ſlain, by to morrow about this 
ce time.” Elijah well knowing that if he 
was once ſeiz d, ſhe would certainly execute 
her threatnings, fled immediately with ſuch 
haſt as to reach Beer/heba, which belon ged to 

udah, before ſhe could get any one to lay 

op upon him. * thus being got into 


the 


* 


(-2r ) 


the territories of another prince, where Ahab 
had no power, the prophet was ſafe, But 
finding that even ſuch mraculous appearances 
of God, and ſuch merciful appearances for 
the! good. of the kingdom, would not bring 
the court back to a ſenſe of true religion, 
Elijah leaves his ſervant at Beerſheba, and 
goes by himſelf a day's journey into the wil- 
derneſs. He there placed himſelf under a 

per tree, and there requeſts that he might 
hits But God had further work for him to 
do, and therefore this requeſt muſt not be grant- 
ed. No: He was to go in a more glorious 
and triumphant manner out of the world, than 
he now ſeemed to imagine. 

Well; but when Elijab was fled, and got 
ſafe out of Fezabels 8 would not her fury 
fall upon Obadiab? What muſt become of 
Him, who had brought Abab and Elijab to- 
gether, and had been an agent for 52 and 
with him, in all that had paſſed? One would 
have expected, in the courſe of this hiſtory, to 
meet with ſome account of the execution, or at 
leaſt the diſgrace of Obadiab, and his being i in 
ſome infamous way caſtout of his poſt: But the 
ſcripture does not give the leaſt intimation of 
cither of theſe things. We have no account 
of any harm coming to Obadiab, but are left 
fairly to conclude, that he ended his days in 
peace. We have no more mention of him, 
in n che he hiſtory of Ahab's reign ; and therefore 

| it 


( 22) 
it is very probable, that he retired from pub. 
lic buſineſs, and ſpent his laſt days in more 
cloſe applications to religion. His heart doubt- 
leſs was more ſtrongly bent than ever to the 
worſhip of God, who had in ſo glorious a 
manner owned, and juſtified, his early and 
continued regards to the fear of his anceſtors. 


Thus was Obadiah | bleſſed, and enn 


his fearing the Lord rewarded. He taſted the 
pleaſures of religion, and was guided and ani- 
mated by it from his youth. The middle of 


his life was brightned with great uſefulneſs, 
and eminent public ſervice. And at his laſt 
appearance in public, his ſingular piety was 


crowned with ſingular honours. If we may 


ſuppoſe that his laſt days were ſpent; in a 


peaceful, comfortable, religious retirement; 
enjoying the ſatisfaction of reviewing a well 


ſpent life, and looking for the rewards of im- 


mortality; a greater happineſs cannot be de- 


ſired or wiſhed for on this ſide heaven. Add 
to this the bleſſings of Faith and Hope, with 
reſpect to the future generations of them that 
fear God; and then the arguments and mo- 
tives to early, public, and continued piety, 


Will appear ſufficiently ſtrong and inviting to 


gain cvery wiſe and conſiderate mind. 


From what has been faid we may draw the 
following inſtructive and practical inferences. 


(7) In 


rn 1 8 


. 


wry Int times SiO gt rn hs that 
feat God will tale part with the 4 4&4 
the Lord (i. e. with ſuch as ſtrictly kee 
his word and feek the honour of bis a; 
againſt the powers of this earth, and againſt the 
greateſt" numbers of them that ra or cor- 
rupt i un tus big om 

There was lomething indeed are <Kruor- 


| dinary in 'ObadiaÞs paying ſuch high regard, 


as he did, to the word of God! in the . 


of Eli 2 But El; abs power with God, 


ende him ſaperior to the firſt miniſter of 
any earthly prince; yea to the higheſt earthly 


potentate and ſovereign himſelf. And this 


more eſpecially, when the wickedneſs of Ahab 


was ſuch, as gave ' occaſion to fear the foreſt 


1dgments coming upo n him, and his people. 


An awful ſenſe of theſe things, made Oba- 


tiah falute the ' prophet with great reverence 


at the firſt ſight of him; when Abab, in his 
wickedneſs, accuſeth him as the poſt of the 


kingdom. Obadiab's ſalutation Was,. Art 


„thou that my Lord Elijah?” Abab's firſt 


words at meeting e Art thou he that 
«'troubleth Fuels, Obadiah was here call- 


ed to tranſact in an affair, betwixt as ill a 


king as ever the world was plagued with, and as 


good and great a prophet as ever the church 
was" Heſſen with, 80 one 5k cr e | 


deleribeth theſe two men. | 
But 


(ak) 
But from Obadiab's agency in this matter, 


as one that truly,FEaRED Gop, we may learn, 


in every age of profaneneſs when contempt is 
thrown upon the name, word, and worſhip 
of God; rather to act as under the influence 
and direction of thoſe who are on God's 
ſide, and to ſtand up for the honour! of his 
name and 1 on bow as his word directs; 
than to take part with infidelity, or tyrannous 
ſuperſtition, though inveſted: with the higheſt 


authority, and ſupported by the greateſt um- 


bers. We ſhould count it a ſpecial honour to 
be agents for God, when the corruption is ſo 
general as to make it a reproachful and un- 
aſdbionablè thing. Yea though it ſhould be- 
come a dangerous thing, to ſhew reſpect and 
favour to a ſervant of the Lord, who is known 
to act with courage and reſolution in the 
things of his God; yet we ſhould not leſſen 


our eſteem and reſpect for ſuch. To ſtand 


by thoſe who. are treated as public grievances, 
or troublers of a kingdom, whilſt they are 
ever interceding for the welfare, and ſeck- 

ing the good of it, is only to ſtand up for 
truth and goodneſs, againſt yanity, falſhood, | 
pride, Ir e Hen of nn 
men. 95 Ty 
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Ec 1 aha upon as the 
cauſt es of public calamities, who give warning 
f them, and endeavour to. reclaim men or 

their 


7 bs. "4 | 
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wickedneſs and deſpiſe all warnings.” 
- Elijah: was not the troubler of I 


of the Lord, were puniſhed by having the 
ſupplies of life cut off from them and their 
families. Men may impute what evils they 
pleaſe to the miniſters 
fear of God, but it will certainly be found in 


the end, {that public ic''miſeries ariſe from the 
contempt of pan. Os _ caſting! off the fear of 
God. 9 bas ie; = 0 n 


r of : ; 
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3:)' They are acceſſaries to benz on — 
| lic — 1 Who halt berwixt No op1nzons, af 


when the cauſe of God is clearly and evidently 
onithe one ſide, and the cauſe of 1 "Ry and 
falſe worſhip on the other. 


. So great * event as that re hath been 
deſeribed, ought not to be applied to different 
practices, or opinions in religion, fo long as 

2 For if they are rolerable, 
t to be tolerated. 'And' when by 


- art Zolera 
law they are tolerated;” it is idle and arrogant 
to hong this halting between God and Baal, 
to any tolerated differences among proteſtants. 
The application 'ought not to be, to different 
yd of wo 
idolatrous.. . arg InP" -tyrannies, that 
nr Dr are 


their impiety, but they that perſiſt in their | 
221 in 
firetellingthe famine; but They, who followed 


Baalim till the ' procured and brought 2 on 
themſelves. y that cut off the prophets 


religion, and to the 


cſhiping tlie true God ;/ but to thoſe 


8 
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| e deſtructive of all tene religion Wherever 
d are found. A heart divided bet wirt God 
and the idols of. this world, betwixt infidelity 
and the fear of the Lord, is a very faulty 
guilty heart. Their heart 1 Is e one 
A "Ol ib ered ney? "ES 


"CF; Falſe rp SET ak ge 
and. lies all: in external actions, and ſeeming 
ſeverities; true worſhip is Bearty, talk of; faith, 
but ca and enn [live i 2d hol 19 1 
It is ordered as God himſe eee 
8 inward devotion, and outward aqdreſſes to him. 
It is free from ceremonious ſhews and oſten- 
tations, but decently importunate to be heard, 
and accepted of Ged deferring it to hic, to 
give ſuch anſwers as ſhall moſt: his 
own glory. After all the loud and various 
cries ani poſtuʒes of ſuperſtitiop, and all ihe 
motions of Baal s prieſts, and their ſlaſhing 
themſelves; to ak the: caſy- yet earneſt re- 
queſt of 5 in eee 
* FO Yard hows meg that this people may 
„know that thou art the Lord Gd, dne. 
is as beautiful a repreſentation of thediference, 
betwixt true anch falſe devotion, as a 
in whole, e (19999390 _ e Tis * $5 ©} 
( Lulorry in 5 . 
Fei lous We and it is hut juſi tocexpoſe;! BY 
as Elijals does, ta ſaarn and canterapt. - EUON 6 
4 „„ ON a. "The 


(295) 

The altars and ſervices of Jdplaters, are ra- 
ther to be deſpiſed, than revered: 5 But to treat 
the worſhip of the true Ged, the Almighty, 
in ſuch a manner, where chere ! is a real and 
honeſt regard to his 20074, is horrible profane 
neſs. Though dome expreſs thomſcſves in a 
different way, and comply wich different forms, 
to What others may chaſe; vet it is profane 


. 10 y) to make the worſhip of che true 


God, 1 y We At 3s cee 10 his 
word, conternprbl'and ridiculogs.! ©)! 1191) 


WE co au 203-01: 2 es foofts. o 137704 
6% When God! is pleaſed to grant us Tick | 
tokens of his accepting our ſervioes as are 4 
ſatisfaction to ourſelves and others, let this 
engage us not ony to confeſs he is God ut ſubb 
times, but to call upon him and adhete to him 


ety” „„ OUT: NGA QITGL 
thould dread' ang he part of of that 
people, with whom Eiab had to do, who 


notwithſtanding | their being greatly affected 
for awhile, yet ſunk back again, moſt of 
them, 46 their old idolatries. To ac God, 
ledge a pleaſure and profit in wo 
and yet to fly out a gam into looſe and reh 
gious life, is to repeat the iniquities and folly 
of thoſe, „ vr eondemn for ſo doing, a- 
non Et 210 4 * Wo itt 8 1 ad Ni 68 -.. 
(99; We hold 4 efult n God 4s; ) pho. the 
as his own ſervants, and fai 
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ſhipers, and to vindicate them againſt all. per- 
ſemions and reproaches in bis own time, 
whatever impieties and diſorders prevail in the 
world. g E Sin enn E Minsitt 
It is a noble work to repair the altar 9 the 
Lord; or, to ſpeak more agreeably to the 
goſpel ſtate, to being Chriſtianity: to it's pri- 
mitige ſtandard, in faith worſhip and man- 
ners And happy are they whom God is plea- 
ſed to; honour, by giving them any ſucceſs in 
ſuch attempts. But for thoſe who. have no 
power to effect things in this way, as they 
 defire,-Jet:; them be content to hold faſt their 
own: integrity, and to keep up the ſpirit of 
true picty in a more private. Way. Let them 
be as the ſeven thouſand in Tae). were, that 
 unknipn/kept.;them(elves free from others pro 
faneneſs and corruptions. Let them. truſt in 
Gold to raiſe up extraordinary - inſtruments for 
himſelf, as he did Obadiah and, Elyah, when 
his:time comes to do any thing; publicly for 
advancing the Redeemer's; kingdom, and for 
the credit of his —— amongſt a par- 
ticylar-people; or more 1 ly gr a 
and . amend; n 0 157 fr 
vilot Bus Z izippigi eds. 185951 03 4 Hil ag: 
080 We ſhould learn to acknow 886 God 
as the author of all our te emporal and common 
bl:ſſings, and give him the glory of his ſend- 
ing ala frem heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons. 
2 No his\grace and favour. we owe it, that we 
not live in idolatrous times or ba 
T at 
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Thy we are not under the govern a per- 
ſecuting 1. ng, or 15 da. of © mo 
unmerciful men. To. God we owe out 79 
vation from famine and dearth, W. with our re- 
- newed continued plenty from, one year 8 mo 
ther. ;To his care and, goodneſs: 12 ag 


os of liberty and Nee 


18s in 2 life, ad. mo 
us by th „e 1551 7 7 BORED, 


ſhall never ſhew, ourſelyes inſenfi le =" 
bleſſings, and. ungrateful for e 5 

cauſe lore amongſt us are not capable of Fc 

1 2 5 adiah, 25 Suppoſing ſome 

2 5 1 8 to; places, of profit, 

of an 


2 5 others are treat- 
Abr A 1 fexerity, this would by 
IG ears. mend, our preſent, circumſtances , 
1b e to. the general 1 8 
privi we ben ef enjoy. General . 
pf ervation 0 roperties, ou 
her = civil and. A — i; 8 is, va ty. Wag 
the advancement, of. Particular perſons, 
TBaugh T hope I may add without of ence 
that nothing ought to be omitted which can 
be done for the honour of the chriſtian inſti- 
tutions, and to reſcue them from every proſti- 
tution to purpoſes for which they were not 


originally — WAA 


In the laſt place, we ſhould learn to value 
an honourable and reli gious retirement, above 
a dangerous advancement, and intereſting our 

2 ſelves 


| (3) 
quabbles and contenti F ons of lis 
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Indoletce, and ingtorious call Al be'46- 
companied ' with thathe, and will rob uss of 
ſome of the ' greateſt comforts of religion, 
which Ariſe from 4 being ſerviceable to our 
fellow-chriſtians and fellow-creatures.” Blit 
when oppert s for | "Is. 2 
others, lt d wwe are pto ene Geberg⸗ 
we 1 to be 55 and to do our own 


h bee e ae our 
ebe hr " ſaiting, (ourſelves to the hi 918 
dyments, and more bhifsful "enjoyr 
of that Kin kingdom where theft are 5905 I er 
tions or Avifions, and Whete 80 1 18. A1 
IN AL: To whom be glory and dommion 
. and obedience tow! * 
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